REVOLUTIOH

g witnessed from the ¥ 3. 5o "ALBARY",

up to the siege and capiture of Hunking.
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UeBeBs ALBANY, Gruiser Brd class. Lenghh over g1le=BB4 fh. 9=1/2 ind
§ Bxtreme beamyéa The 9 ina Dlsplaeamentw%4uo tons. Speel=B80,5 knotsi
& gomplement: 16 Officeras. 529 Men. Recommissioned June 10, 1907.3
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on pobober 80, 1911, the Commander=izs(hief, Ue 8y Asiatic Eleeﬁ,
'rseeive& eable orders from wmshington to dispateh the'ﬁas*ﬁu ALBANY
to Chins and to intercept ﬁhe.U*atgu NEW ORLEANS hy @able ana keap
her sl the scene of trouble where she would be most neefed untll re=
lieved by the U.S.8. CINCINNALL, due to lesve the United States in
Hovembers On Qéﬁobér 21st, in dbedience to written orderd frbm the
gommander-insthisf, we gol un&efway at lgzﬁ-a.mﬁ, bound for ghanghai,
ghina, arriving there at L0100 &.he, the 84th. e had excellent
weather enroube, the only sarious mishap goming lhe firsﬁ day outb
when we hit a heavy grounfl swell head on, which smashed the searach
light eontrol; tofa loose a large venbllator, and ghattered the glass
front of the wheel ﬁonse, showering glass in that vielnily and severe«
1y cubting those abeutl.

mhe eecupation of ghanghal by the rebels was most sxhraordinary
from our point of view. On the afterncon of November Ird, formeal |
notice was iven that the old Wanehu aitv would be burned that night
and according teo programme the guppoged burning was aarriea off in the
mogh approved atjla though we learned the next day that only the Taom
talrs yamen_was degtroyed. This saemlngly unnegasgary destrustion of
property was evidently @oﬁsiﬁered by the rebel symyathimera as a greatb
gictory. After the above‘ﬁamanstration ghanghai was, without a doubt,
revolublonary. All sorts of versinna of the new flag decorated the
chinese stores shout the eltyy rebel soldiers could he seen everywhere,
and the two Imperial gunbaats in the stream hoisted rebel flags. Of
coprse the capbture of Zhanghal W&S 8 great disappointment to the men on
.hﬁar& whe were all primed up to see Warfare ag it is popularly supposed
to be cenduoted.

Wovembher Eth, we ‘took sizxty marines twélu& miles down the river}

to Woosung to land and guard the two cable shatlions there. We were

gurprised to find the strong forts of Woosung flying the rebel banner;




they having gone over about the time we having arrived, no blood bheling
ghed, |

The night of Hovember 7th we welghed anchor and made gixteen knots
for ﬁmoy, arriving there November gth a.me We found everything ¢uist at
Amoy, the oily still belng Imperial, but &ll the high chinese officials
gone and the govermment temporarily under the managemeﬁt of foreign Te s
idents. 4 representative of the Stwadard 011 Co., came on board and
said the Bmperor had invited the Vleeray of Amoy to losn him one millien
tagls, which 1nvitat10n the ViaerOJ &i& not receive favorably, and on
consideration of the pros and eons,'lgaﬁ his merve and departed fox
ports unknown. As there seemeld hc urgent need for oﬁr p:asénea in ﬁmoy,
we got underway sgain for Woosung, afier being anchored just three
hours,

raking coal and stores abosrd at Woosung, we saileé for Hanking,
our present station, November 15th. Nanking is a strongly fortified
eity btwo hundred and forty miles up the Yeng=tse Kiang. At Chinkiang,
forty miles below Jauking, we pasged admiral 3Jsh's old fleet now under
the rebel flag. The flagship saluted us with twenty-one guns, probably
giving the ALBANY the distinetion of being the Tirst American man-o'~
war 80 honeraﬁ by the new government. We d1d not return their courte~
8y &8 thelr regime was not recognized. The old Tarhker eityref Wanking
ig gurrounded by a wall seventy feet high and thirty feel wide at the
base, The Imperial Fforces in the city were under the command of Gener=
al Chang Shun. The principal fortifications ere located on Three large
hills, nemely: Lion, Furple and Tiger. ILdion in the eity, Purple aboul
thres miles inland @nﬁ Tiger, the.largest, three miles down the rivers
thus fefming a Lriangle.

The night of Hovember 2Bth Tiger Hill was Vely myateriouély Gapa
tured by the rebels, and from our previous experiences in shanghai and
Woosung, we fecided that it wauld be but a matter of a few days before
ell the forts would go over to the rebels afler a series of bloodless
and uﬁinﬁeraﬁting»enecunﬁers.

Sundiay mornlnb, Hovenber 26%th, however, gome real, live, genuine

warfare begen. About 8:00 s.m., Tiger Hill opened big gun fire on Lion




and Iurple forbs which was imme&iately‘answered by the Imperials and a
good brisk exchange of shot and shell bagana From our posgitiocn abreast
Lion we geuld plainly ses her batteries, the men.workiﬂg shiem, and the
rebel ghells exploding on the hill. Lion Eill obscured our view of
Eurpiévﬁill but we oeuld ses hﬁﬁ;ahot@ bitting on’@igart Some really
good shooting wesa done. The reﬁél gun.fi%e tore three large gaps in
Fanking's wall; one shrapnel hurst‘ik the mi&sﬁ of & batiery on Lion
i1l kiliing & few men. and disabling a gun, 4 few ghots went wild of
gourse; one landed in ﬁha foreign settlement apout fifty yards from

the German Gongulate. We could not determine the damaze eaniger BEill
but could see dirt fly where the shells burat. The firiag stopped
sbout noon on both sides. Eafly in the afternoon the rebels attempted
o sorte op the eity through the holes in the walls, mede during the
bombariment, butb warelrepulsed wlth & loss estimated at Four hundred :
cand fiftys In this engagement General Wang was killed on the Imperial
gide, This ended the fighlting on Zunday.

During the sarly part of.thg\morning’s amusement all hands aboara
the ALBANY menned the rails and rigging loudly cheering both sides and
making such remarks as, "Go ﬁb_it Kia®, "I'm betiing on you old boy",
gte., but like everything else the novelty soon were off amd most of
the boys went below to writa,}eﬁﬁers or play cards; evifently prelerring
those diversions to watching a battle with the temperaturs at freezing
point. , o

donday, FRovember ZTth, absﬁﬁ 8130 a.n., the rebel fleet, twelve.
smzll ships,hove in sight from dewn the river and anchored out of gun
shet from Lion Hill. About 11:00 as.m., the American Cemsul's chinese
sefvant cane aboard ship and anhouiesd that W&&fﬁaulﬁ conmenges agalin
after tiffin., All was guiet around the forts, as advertised, until
2:15 poums., when Diger Hill started barking. The Imperialists proved to
be on the Job by answering sl onee with their guns on Lion and rfurple. 1
Three ghots wers fired atl the rebel fleet, &ll falling about five thouwss |
and yards short. The firing continued about an hour and a half. ?

A blood curdling side show was given on the water front about

4:30 in the arfterncen by a sguad of Imperial soldlers who dragged Some




sort of a prisoner doﬁﬁ to the dock in fremt of the eable station,
foreed him to his kné&ﬂ, out his head off amnd kicked him into the
river, despite strenuvous vooal objections en his part.

Monday*s Ffiring 414 little dsmage to either side as far as we
copld see. The Commenders of_thé forelgn men-~o'ewar in port héla 8
gonference and deolded to move out of range in case the rebel fleetl
attempt&d-te come up the river and shell the sily. irregular firimg‘
was heard sll night Monday.

At 10330 Tuesday morning we moved our berth three miles up stream
out of range of a possible'naval atteek. OCur position gave ug a good
panoremic view of the whole situation but we were too far away to clear-
ly see what was going on. The{ﬁmerican400unaul reported the capture of
Purple Hill by the rebels al about 11:00 o'cleek in the morning. This
geemed to plsce General Chang Shun in an sumbarradsing situation. On his
lagt stand at Lion Hill.he wag ocompletely surrounded by the enemy and
abgolutely ocut off from supplies. Firing oontinuaaAintermiﬁ%ently all
day fuesday. ‘ ' -

Heavy Firing commenced midnight Tuesday and eénﬁinn&& up o B:00
o'elogk Wednesday morning. Wednesday mexning, with gtrong glagses, a
rebel movement was made out along thé b&%@h below Hanking whieh by hoon
proved to be a strong landing party. The Imperialists opened fire on
thig foree at 12:45 pems, and kept things pretty lively for three guar«
ters of an hour when firing ceased altogether. We eoncluded that the
rebels were either rephlsed or the Imperials were holding their fire
for a direet charge om the hill. The rebel batteries on Tiger and
Purple Hillse aovérea their infantry movement with heavy Iire.

An ominpus ealn prévaile& untii;ﬁ:ﬂ@ 8o.me, Thursday when the
rebel fleet came up in range of Lian»and rapidly shalle@ the hill
and oity for two hours when they retired. The flashes of fire from
the ships aha forts made & strong pleoture from our pesition. Exactly
a8 the»timg"ball dropped, Noom of Thanksgiving Day, the Imperial tor=
pedo magaéﬁﬁg, at the foot of ILion Hill, went up in the alr with a
tremendoﬁé explosion, that seemed %o shake Earth's very foundation,

but when the emoke and debris eleared away, The golden flag of China




wae still doing buﬁiﬁ;g' . the old s@ande |

A few days before ﬁme 31ege hegan, the 1m§er1ala had stationed
ahout isur thousend men arauna ﬁuk@w, 8 town.aype$¢te Fanking, to hold
that gide of the river. @hura&ay nighﬁ and all day Eriaay a fierce en=
gagameﬁt took place beltween these man;an& the rebel forgss which result-

ed in a ﬂarﬁlal viotory for the rebels; the Imy&rldllﬁﬁﬂ retiring in~

land. Up to midnight Fridey a hes”

-~ Pire kept up around Hanking.

About ten minuntes after seven, Jaturday morning, the Imperial flag on
Lion Eill was struck and a white flag &enﬁ'my in its place. Tha

8

rebels scon swarmed up the hill and by eight ofslock the whole oaity
5 [ 4

was alive with rebel flags proclaiming that uanxlnm had fallen to the

new GHuSe. We welghed anchor ééﬁarﬁay afterncon and took cur old
gnchorage opposite the ecity. The conditions in the streels of Wamking

were frightful, Dead bodles were 1y1ﬁ~ about all over the town and

hilisiﬁ& & gruedsoms heal wWas suspen over the West gate and every=

e

vowbardnent and aiaugntﬁ? abttendant %o the capture

,.u

where 5igns of the
aould be 5Bels

We learne& tﬁa%'ﬁémegéliehanéfégun had escaped from the town
about £:00 ofelock Salturday worning an@‘at gight o'eleck wag four
miles inland from Fukow with a thousand of his troops. IT is une
officially said that he was aided in his escape by the Commander of
the Japanese aruiser "AKITSUSHINA". General Chang Shun ig one of the
most noetorious ftyrants in China. ﬁgring ﬁ}a siege of Nanking he he-
headed seven.hunﬁraa and eighteen people (two hundred and Fifty of
thege were OChimese students just returned from two years scheeling in
Japanl. It was rayérta& from good source that he actually decapitated
his own gunners whe failed e hit. the tergel. The sasualtles on

either side sre unknown but will likely, reach well wp in the Thousands.
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