Memorial Park: Road to Fruition

At the 2014 annual reunion, the board of directors and those members in attendance approved
the Heritage Exhibit committee with moving forward on preserving and creating a new USS
ALBANY memorial.

Once we returned to Albany, we immediately start looking at layout designs and suitable
locations. We first selected the memorial to be outside the Albany County Convention of
Visitors Center. Once we had photos of the suggested proposed area and a conceptual
drawing, a letter was sent to Mayor Kathy Sheehan in Albany, New York for approval by her
and the common council.

Within a couple weeks, we received a letter that the project was approved, and we could start
moving forward with our plans. We prepared to start our fundraising campaign just weeks
after the city’s approval. However, we then received communication from the city that the
project had to be put on hold due to the walkway project over 787.

Well, as most of us know, after many meetings with the City of Albany’s planning board
discussing their thoughts, ideas and promises over eight years, things did not materialize.

One day as | was on my way home and traveling 787, | decided to make a detour to stop and
see if | could set up a meeting or have a casual chat with the Mayor of Rensselaer, New York.
Fortunately, he happened to be in! | pitched our concept and he immediately liked it. He
asked me to take a ride with him to look at locations. He showed me three separate locations
that were available for such a project. After looking at all three, | immediately selected the
Riverfront park, right on the water with the USS Slater in the background.

Within a couple weeks, the mayor asked if I would be available to meet with the common
counsel at their monthly meeting and be prepared to promote the Albany Memorial Park
project. Obviously, | said yes. | prepared myself with brochures, history of the Albany’s, a



conceptual drawing and business cards. After meeting with the council, they were ecstatic
with our proposed project.

On 10 May 2023, the Rensselaer Common Council approved the memorial project, with a
selection date for its dedication on 15 October 2023. Due to poor weather conditions in the
Northeast & an abnormal amount of rain during the summer of 2023, the project was
rescheduled to begin construction in the spring of 2024. With approvals by all involved, 11
May 2024 was selected as the new dedication date.

In the spring of 2023 while having coffee one morning, | ran into a friend, Steve Noel. Steve
Is the owner of “A-Z Landscaping” and is a Marine Corps veteran. He had asked how the
memorial project was going. | advised him that contractors were not showing interest based on
our current available funds and then told him about the approval by the City of Rensselaer.

He immediately said to me, “Let’s do it”. Collecting my thoughts in the moment and feeling
grateful for this opportunity, | explained to him that the committee did not have all the monies
needed to complete the project in full at this time. After a brief silence, he said that based on
my passion for this project we’d make it happen, no matter what. Steve offered to donate all of
his personal time and any equipment that was necessary. “You buy the materials and pay for
my employee’s time, and we will get this job completed for you”. And with that, we had

hope! Without Steve’s dedication and love for this project, | could not have moved forward
with the available funds and what was needed to complete this memorial. Sometimes life
gives you the breaks you need at the right time. A big thank you to Steve and the entire staff at
A-Z Landscaping!

Then the planning began: Advertising in the local newspapers, rehabbing items on hand, and
ordering various materials was underway. Based on a date change from October of 2023,
Zappala Block ( Ralph Viola Jr & Ralph I11') retrieved the bow section & other key items
from the fairground and immediately went to work on the restoration. A lot of work was
needed to level the bow’s bottom, along with sandblasting and repainting it. Very little was
done to the bow since its original painting when we acquired it in 1992. The committee would
annually clean and make repairs as required but sitting on a clay base at the fairgrounds
always presented a challenge.

Timeline of Work Completed:

e January through March of 2024: Signage, Brass plaques, Misc. Materials, Flagpoles,
Flags & the Memorial Stone were ordered. We also made contacts with various
organizations to secure needed equipment, requests sent for dedication ceremony
participants & memorabilia was in place.

e On 22 April, our contractors at A-Z Landscaping & ConCreations Masonry mobilized
their equipment & staff; immediately breaking ground & preparing the site.

e On 25 April, concrete was poured with the stamping & color additive for effect.



e On 29 April, block work started & the bow and other items were set in place before the
walls were fabricated.

e On 30 April, the walls were completed, the signage was installed & equipment was put
in place but not secured. With this complete, we awaited the installation of the flag
poles, memorial stone, electrical service & lighting, bollards & landscaping.

e On 8 May, the project was complete, except for some landscaping that was taken out of
the project due to not knowing where we stood with funds.

e On 24 May, we completed the landscaping based on all vendors being paid and
available funding.

e Over the next few weeks, the City of Rensselaer installed park bench seating and
matching tables.

During the dedication ceremony, a lot of history was presented and displayed.

On the bow section flagpole, we flew the Jack flag & Commissioning pennant which was the
same flag used in the commissioning of the CG-10 in 1962.

e After the memorial dedication, this Jack Flag was replaced by a Jack flag donated by the
SSN-753, which remains at the memorial today. The original Jack flag flown during the
memorial ceremony was then donated to Zappala Block & family.

e The commissioning pennant was donated to Commissioner James Brady of the City of
Rensselaer.

Two 6 x 9 flags provided by the previous USS Albany CO’s, from the SSN 753, were flown
on the USS SLATER & at Zappala’s manufacturing plant respectively. Then both flags were
donated to each.

The main ensign, also known as the American flag, flown on the memorial center flagpole
was given to us by the current commanding officer, Jonathan Padgett and crew of the SSN
753.
e This ensign flag was flown during the dedication and then replaced, presenting the
original to Mayor Mike Stammel.

Last but not least, a new USS Albany Association flag was hung at the memorial. This flag
was built especially for this occasion by Gettysburg Flag.



As part of the dedication ceremony, a memorial service was held prior to the dedication. As
always with association history, we remember all of our shipmates with a bell tolling
ceremony & wreath placement into the water. This ceremony included all shipmates from
1846 to present!

This ceremony had a special touch; our ladies (Doris Mlady & Kathy Risch) presented the
wreath to a USMC PFC Ryan Johnson. PFC Johnson took the wreath from the ladies down to
the dock where a boat awaited him (provided by Steve Noel), Both men took the wreath to
the center of the Hudson river for placement where taps were then played & with an official
honor guard. PFC Johnson offered an official salute upon placement of the wreath into the
water. This was a very moving moment for all! Thank you, PFC Ryan Johnson & Steve Noel.

Upon completion of our memorial service, we commenced with the dedication.

| requested all of our USS Albany Association members in attendance, Mayor Mike Stammel, City

officials, along with our county and state dignitaries, to join in the ribbon cutting.

Presentation:

e Mayor Michael Stammel: On behalf of the USS Albany Association officers, board of
directors and membership, we are proud and honored to donate this memorial park and its

perpetual care to the city of Rensselaer, NY to honor all of our shipmates and other veterans

that have served this great nation.

e Guest speakers: Congressman Paul Tonko, Senator Jacob Ashby, County Executive Steve

McLaughlin, Mayor Michael Stammel, Darl Anderson, Robert Barnes, and Bishop Dr.
Norman Macklin.

e Upon conclusion of the dedication program, our Master at Arms, Bart Hutchins requested
Association members in attendance to assist with all the historical Flag replacements and
make ready for presentation at the reception.



At 1500 we reconvened at the Hilton Garden Inn for a reception and awards presentation. We
would like to thank our host & associate member, Nick Boulas and staff for providing an
outstanding reception and accommodations for our traveling shipmates. Nick, Bravo Zulu!

The full Memorial Service & Dedication Program is provided in this Seabreeze

As we prepared to finalize this project, we could not go without recognizing all of our members
that have supported this project from its inception, along with the current & past USS Albany
officers that attended the dedication. A big thank you again to all of our vendors and suppliers that
helped bring this to fruition.

On 31 May 2024, we closed the books on this project and we are happy to say that all vendors
and contractor invoices have been satisfied!

I would be remiss if | did not mention and recognize the City of Rensselaer’s management.
From the time the common council approved construction, the city took care of securing all
permits and approvals from both the county and New York State. Our contractors had to
supply the required insurance policies, but other than that, the city of Rensselaer moved
forward and secured everything that was required for construction. A big thank you to
Commissioner Jim Brady and Mayor Michael Stammel.

Last but not least, | would like to thank my family for supporting me over the nine and a half
years this project has been in existence. First, | would like to thank my daughter Megan, for
the various design projects & communication edits/reviews, as there were many! Second, |
would like to thank my son Ryan, for being available to support his mom during my time
away for this project. Last but never least, | thank my wife Judy who has been extremely
understanding through it all. | have spent many hours on the phone, the computer and being
away from home to oversee this project. Judy, also has been helpful with reviewing my
communications and generously donating of all the mailing cost associated with this project
over time.

Our membership should be extremely proud with what we have accomplished over the past nine
years and eight months We have brought the deserved recognition to our shipmates and established
a lasting memorial for their memory to live on for years to come.

Time Capsule to be installed at the Memorial site in July 2024
& proposed opening by the City of Rensselaer, New York in July 2074

“Still Making History”



