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Outgoing sub skipper
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wary of ‘me’ recruits

By Mick Dumke -
Soundings Staff

Cmdr. Kevin P. Ryan worries about the
next generation of Navy recruits operating
on the “me” principle.

“I get the impression that new recruits
are asking ‘What can the Navy do for

“You get paid to be warriors. Don’t get
your priorities confused.”

Problems, Ryan said, often develop
when recruits receive “the wrong mes-
sages” early on.

“Today’s attitude is ‘Don’t worry, be
happy,” and ‘It just happens,”” said Ryan,
who’s headed to the Office of Legislative
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For the first time, Cmdr. Brian O’Neill walks off the USS Albany as her commanding
officer. He relieved Cmdr. Kevin Ryan, who had some frank words for today’s sailors.

me?” Ryan said last week. “And this
bothers me.”

Ryan used his final minutes as skipper
of the USS Albany, a Los Angeles class
attack submarine, to remind sailors they
are paid to prepare for the defense of the
country. Before handing over control of
the sub to Cmdr. Brian C. O’Neill, Ryan
quoted John F. Kennedy: “Ask not what
your country can do for you, but what you
can do for your country.”

“We need to get back to that,” he said
during the change of command ceremony
on Pier 11 at Naval Base Norfolk.

While praising the 140 men he’d
worked with aboard the sub, Ryan ques-
tioned the dedication and motivation of
many in the fleet.

~It’s not enough to come to work every-
day. or just stand your watch when you’re
supposed to,” he said. “If you’re not doing
your best, you're letting your shipmates
down. ,
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Affairs in Washington, D:C. “Well- that
doesn’t sound too good to me when we’re
in a sub under ice in the North Atlantic.
‘What happened to the idea that hard work
pays oft?”

Ryan also urged Albany sailors to avoid
complacency. “The quickest way to lose
success is to believe you’re successful,” he
said. ‘ :

Capt. Richard P. Terpstra, Commander
of Submarine Squadron Six, preceded
Ryan at the podium. He took the opportu-
nity to issue a warning about Russia, which
he called “potentially unstable, financially
strapped  but  still  technologically
advanced.” Russians will feel increasingly
pressured to sell weaponry abroad, he said.

“While the Cold War is over, we cannot
afford a policy of relaxation,” said
Terpstra. )

O’Neill comes to the Albany after an
assignment with the SUBLANT Tactical
Readiness Evaluation Team.
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