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.S. Navy Admiral John Sid-

riey McCain Jr. is about to

take over the world’s most

awesome military command
—our Pacific establishment that covers
85 million square miles and includes all
American forces in Vietnam. It also in-
cludes a 31-year-old Navy flier dear to
the admiral’s heart—his elder son and
namesake who's a prisoner somewhere
in North Vietnam.

Ironically, the scrappy sailor with
more than a millionr men at his com-
mand will be able to do nothing special
for his flier son, John III, shot down last
October over Hanoi. All of a father's

- -natural yearning to help a son in trouble

must, in the admiral’s case, founder on

- -frustration; tven thongh he’s in the'area © -

with a huge military force.

“We don’t even hear from Johnny di-
rectly,” says McCain, a 58-year-old
former submariner. “We know he was
hurt when he ejected from the cockpit of
his Skyhawk. He suffered broken legs

" and an arm fracture. But we've heard in-

directly that he’s made some recovery.”
Such word as they've had about their

" son — a prematurely gray lieutenant

commander and Naval Academy gradu-
ate — came recently through a fellow
airman. Maj. Norris Overly, of Detroit,
an Air Force flier, was one of three
prisoners released by the North Viet-
namese in February in honor of Tet, the
‘lunar new year. He had shared quarters
with McCain and had helped to care for
the wounded officer.

BRoberta McCain, the admiral’s attrac-
tive wife, staunchly shares the ordeal of
not knowing for certain how theirson is
faring. As often as possible, the parents
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commander. The theater inciudes Vietnam where their wounded son’s a prisoner.

are in touch with their son’s wife, Carol,
who waits in Orange Park, Fla., with
three children. “Religion has been of
great importance to us in our concern
for Johnny,” Roberta McCain confides,
“religion and the military tradition of my
husband’s family. We all pray for the
time when we'll see Johnny again.”
When the son was shot down, the

Admiral was in London as commander

of U.S. European naval forces. He takes
over the Pacific post July 29. An office
high in the lovely Hawaiian hills above
Pearl Harbor will be the admiral's new
headquarters as chief of the Pacific Com-
mand stretching from the West-Coast

to the Indian Ocean and the Aleutians

to the South Pole.
The return to Hawaii will be of par-
ticular poignancy to Admiral a/nd Mrs.

The captive McCain; édmiraj’s son, a Navy
flier, was shot down over Hanoi last fall.

McCain. They lived in Honolulu in
1934-35 as newlyweds when he was a
young ensign. Their first child, a daugh-
ter, ‘was born there. And McCain's
father, also an admiral—in fact, the
two are the only full admiral father and
son in U.S. naval history—Ilost his life
in the Pacific. He died of a heart ailment
from overwork in World War 11in which
he was the hard-driving commander of
Task Force 38, under Adm. William
F. Halsey.

McCain brings a wealth of energy to
his new Pacific post in which he reports
directly to the Joint Chiefs of Staff and,
in command hierarchy, is top man over
his vast area, superior to the Army, Air
Force and Marine gf;pera}lrs_‘in Vietnam.
A ‘small lithe man—his 133 pounds is
the same weight he carried on gradua-
tion from the U.S. Naval Academy in
1931—the admiral is so peppy that he
seldom sits down. Even dictating or in
conversation, he paces the floor, stab-
bing the air with a cigar.

- Skipping rope at sea

“I get up early every morning and go-

through setting-up exercises,” he ex-

" plains. “Then I jump rope 200 times—

by the way, you ought to try that in rough
seas. And about three times a week I play
tennis. Great game, tennis. Much better

. than golf.” . :

The McCain energy is in constant
use. From London he’s been on the go

-about half his time, visiting Sixth Fleet

units or making speeches or doing semi-
diplomatic work all over Europe. One of
his constant warnings is that the Soviet
Union is steadily building up its pres-
ence in the Mediterranean.




