Once-proud USS ‘Albany

By Timothy F. Schick
Staff writer V ’ ‘ :
The guided-missile cruiser USS Albany, once the pride of the 6th
- and 2nd fleets, is berthed in Portsmouth, Va.. being stripped to the
hull and prepared for public sale. . :
“She is currently in the inactive ships facility at (Portsmouth),
where they are finishing the stripping procedures,” said Lt. Bruce
Cole of the Navy's information department in Washington.

During December, the Navy expects to transfer ownership of the .
crqiser to the Department of Defense’s reutilization and marketing

whinh will nffar it for eale Cole said.

Members of a local organization, which has attempted to bring
the ship to Albany as a museum, said nothing short of a miracle is
needed now to bring the ship “home” ;

The Albany could end up sold for §crap, Cole said..

“She's not coming to Albany? That s hell,” said former sailor
Karl Butier of Duanesburg, Who s%rved on the Albany from 1968
through 1972. “I said if they ever breught that bucket of bolts up I'd
take the day off, put on my (Navy) jacket and see her.”

‘Although the Albany was never intany battles, it earned a niche
in naval history as a leader in the switch from a conventional,
World ‘War Il-era heavy cruiser with conventional guns to a

_-said Cole.
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modern guided-missile cruiser, according to.a naval historian.

The Albany was-decommissioned in 1980, and until recently wat
mothbalied in Norfolk, Va. In 1983, the USS Albany Veteram:
Memorial Committee began the effort to bring the ship to ik
namesake city as a floating museun. ;

High costs - up to $3 million — prevented the move. ‘
“Most groups find it is more expensive than they anticipate,’

Jobn Riley, head of the ships history bfanch of the’ Navy
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in Washmgton, agreed: “It's a big,
expensive thing to maintain.”

= - Riley said a similar group wanted to
bring -the battleship - Wisconsin to
~Madison: “T asked, ‘How do you get it
*there? Cut 1£ up and put stamps on

.1£? "

In 1987, tﬁe Navy named 2 new
‘nuclear-powered attack submarine
“J8S Albany (SSN-753). .

" The cruiser Albany, the fourth naval

vessel named. for New York’s capital,

*"was commissioned in 1946 and paid for

* by the citizens of Albany through the

~sale of war bonds.

~ The Albany was an Oregon City-
class ship — a meodification of the
Bainmore class of heavy cruisers.

_ From 1958 to 1962, it became the first

cruiser to be completely converted
from conventional gunnery o guided
missiles. During the conversion, the

“ship's hull number was changed from

CA-123 to CG-10.

The project included removing the
ship’s- entire superstructure and re-
placing it with two 100-foot radar
towers.

During its years of service, the
Albany was deployed in the Caribbean,
the Atlantic and the Mediterranean.
For a while it served as flagship of the
§th Fleet, in the Mediterranean. Ifs
career was capped when the Albany
was designated flagship of the 2nd
Fleet and it played host fo a visit to
Boston by Soviet warships in 1975.

The Albany was the first ship to
simultaneously - fire three t{ypes of
missiles. For a while after -a 1968
refitting, the Albany was considered

one of the world's most powerful

warships, combining anti-aircraf{ and
anti-submarine weapons with a com-
puterized control system.

Among the men who served on ‘board™
was Ensign David Eisenhower —
grandson of President Eisenhower and
son-in-law to President Nixon.

The sailors who served on the
Albany also recail their relationship
with the ship, including events in_the
ship’s history the Navy would prefer to
forget.

Butler, who was able to recall the
time he was assigned to the Albany
down fo the hour, said he was confused
when he was first ordered to report to
the ship. His orders directed him to
report to “Albany.”

“] thought 1 was being assigned to
{Albany’s) federal building,” he said.

Butler ended up in Boston, where the
ship was being refitted with the latest
in electronic anti-aircraft gear.

Initially, “we had problems with

* some of the missiles,” Butler said.

He recalled watching missiles turp
around in flight and head back toward
theship.

“We said, ‘Get the bugs out before
you fire any more, " Butler said.

On - another -occasion during anti-
submarine exercises, the Albany ran
over a submarine as the sub atfempted
to surface.

“We tore half the periscope off and
they went into- a crash- dive,” Butler
said. No one was injured. A week later,
the ship's captain was reassigned.

Despite the occasional problems,
Butler said he has no doubt that the
Albany was an effective fighting ship.

During an exercise in Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, the ship fired Talos missiles
from its pier at a target far at sea.

“The missile cut the target in half.”
Butler said. ; ;

The first USS Albany, a 22-gun sloop
of war, was commissioned in Novem-
ber 1846. It saw service in the Mexican
War, taking part in operations against
Vera Cruz, Tuxpan and Tabasco. In

“September 1854 it was los{ at seaona

"\f;om Panama to New York.




